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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is identical to that mailed 9/24/04. However, upon discussion with Applicant's 
representative, Dr. G. Scott Dorland, it was concluded that claim 4 should have been included in a 
separate new matter rejection since the claim recites 12-20 amino acids. There is no support for this exact 
limitation. The rejection is seen below. 

1. Formal Matters 

A. The Amendment dated 7/12/04 has been entered into the record. 

B. Claims 1, 4, 5, 8, 9, 11, 12, 15, 72, 75 and 78 are pending and are the subject of this Office 
Action. 

C. All Statues under 35 USC not found in this Office Action can be found, cited in full, in a previous 
Office Action. 

2. Claim Objections 

A. The objection of claim 1 has been withdrawn in view of Applicants' amendment to the claim. 

B. The syntax of claim 5 could be improved by adding the word "consisting" after "claim 1 ." 

C. The syntax of claim 8 could be improved by replacing the term ", wherein" with "comprising" 
and adding the term "which" after "claim 1 ." 

D. The syntax of claim 1 1 could be improved by amending the claim to recite "A [The] peptide. . .of 
claim I [8] comprising. . .peptides which are linked. . ." 

3. Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112, first paragraph - new matter 

A. All rejections under 35 USC 112, first paragraph, have been withdrawn in view of Applicants' 
amendments to the claims. 
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B. Claims 1, 4, 5, 8, 9, 11, 12, 15, 72, 75 and 78 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, 
as failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant 
art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 
Claim 1 recites "at least 12." No support for this limitation can be found in the specification. The original 
claims recite "at least 5" and "5-20." However, the original claims do not recite SEQ ID NO: 12. 
Furthermore, SEQ ID NO: 12 is 26 residues and the original claims only recite up to "20." 

C. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with the 
written description requirement. The claim contains subject matter which was not described in the 
specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), 
at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. The claim recites "12-20" 
amino acids. No support for this limitation can be found in the specification. The original claims recite "at 
least 5" and "5-20." However, the original claims do not recite SEQ ID NO: 12. Furthermore, SEQ ID 
NO: 12 is 26 residues and the original claims only recite up to "20." 

4. Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 112, second paragraph 

A. All rejections under 35 USC 1 12, second paragraph, have been withdrawn in view of Applicants' 
amendments to, or cancellation of, the claims. However, new rejections appear below. 

B. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being incomplete for omitting 
essential steps, such omission amounting to a gap between the steps. See MPEP § 2172.01. The omitted 
steps are: a purpose for culturing the cells in a medium comprising a peptide of claim 1. The specification 
does not disclose a method of simply culturing cells, only assay methods using the peptides of claim 1. 

C. Claims 8, 9, 11 and 72 are confusing. Claim 8 recites a "peptide composition." However, it 
appears that peptides are the only material in the "composition." It is believed that the claims should 
recite "a peptide compound," or "a peptide conjugate." 
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5. Conclusion 

A. No claim is allowable. 



Advisory information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Robert Landsman whose telephone number is (571) 272-0888. The examiner can normally 
be reached on M-Th 10 AM - 7 PM (eastern); alt F 10 AM - 6 PM. 
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this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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